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TOBACCO DISPLAY

Have you written yet ? ?   to your MP I mean, and actually told him what you think about the government proposal to make ‘ tobacco dark ‘. What can we do ? ? We can join with others and write to him and let him know how we, with our businesses at stake, really feel.  We know that the subject is due to be debated in Parliament in the near future and for the well being of all our members stores it is to be hoped that some logic will introduced into the discussion.  If it is so desperately important for health reasons to talk about these disastrous proposals so far ahead, why wait for the suggested date of 2013 for the implementation It must be pointed out to our PM Mr Brown and his cronies that quite a few more avenues could and should be pursued and investigated before such a drastic and irreversible step is made and forced upon us.  Two of these avenues that firstly spring to mind to tackle are to make it ILLEGAL for underage people to buy or attempt to buy tobacco and also make it ILLEGAL for adults to proxy purchase for them. It also means that if sales are under the counter the governments own Consumer and Price Protection Act (displaying prices and enforced by Trading Standards) becomes extremely difficult to execute.  Could it be that by displaying prices it could be assumed, perhaps in the governments own debased way, that tobacco is still being advertised for sale ? ?
YIGA & Hulleys Ice Cream Promotion 2009
Does the chance to win a new Walls Ice Cream freezer interest you to be ready for the new season.?
YIGA & Hulleys Frozen prize draw offers an automatic draw entry when you spend over £300 in MARCH  2009 on either Frozen Foods and/or Ice Cream.   
Your support is needed.
Old and new members are welcome.

Free Ice Cream stock deals will also be available in March, so it will pay to stock up.  For more details please contact
Mr K Bradley on 01302 390505.
CLASSIC SHORT JOKE CORNER

Since the current credit crunch took hold our local dog food company has had to get the retrievers in.
____________
Two antennas met on a roof, fell in love and got married.  The ceremony wasn't much, but the reception was excellent.
                            _____________
If at first you don't succeed, skydiving is not for you. 


   ______________
NATIONAL INDEPENDENTS WEEK
This year this event is due to take place June 1st to June 6th and is organized by FWDs using the slogan as illustrated below.
Photo copy of Advertisement carrier bag published by
FWD and NI Week.
After last years event I reported that a couple of our members had really gone to town on this event and it had and still is certainly helping to keep the till clicking away. One of these members admits that he has kept only about six or seven of those first time visiting customers as regulars who visited last year but the second picked up ‘ at least a dozen ‘ who now visit his store with regularity and do a good shop.  Many wholesalers last year offered free kits to further the theme with bright yellow tee-shirts, and much more to advertise this event.  It appears that most C&Cs will be going down a similar route this time round and it has been announced that most will be offering excellent themed product offers with especially Tetley Tea and United Biscuits taking a lead. This is to help make one of the weekdays into ‘ A National Cuppa ‘ day, when store managements will hopefully be offering a free cup of tea and biscuits to any visitor who comes over their threshold. 
For all our members with access to a computer a website is available this year and the address is : www.myshopisyourshop.co.uk which will naturally tell you much more than I possibly can.
SPURIOUS   SALESPEOPLE
Once again I have had reports of salespeople coming into members stores and saying that they have been authorized by YIGA to trade with you.  This is usually untrue.  If a company is genuine and they have been scrutinized by your committee each salesperson will be able to show you an authorization card very similar to your own YIGA membership card.  Every supplier of goods or services who have been nominated as a YIGA supplier has been issued with these cards to prevent this type of situation developing.  Please ask them, it does’nt take more than a minute of your time to be secure.

THE YIGA PLATINUM GROUP

We have had an excellent feedback from the members who belong to our Platinum Group. Your committee is pleased to note that from the many reports received that for all who have stuck 100% with the contract they signed have found it rather lucrative and reliable.  The more densely populated areas covered by YIGA have seen many problems over the past two years but none more serious than the milk supply and price.  All groups have had no option but to acknowledge the war between two rival milk retailing & supply groups which possibly has not finished even now. We know from these members and their many phone calls that this one of the three core products has provoked quite a lot of consternation and thought.   Our members can rest assured that our recommended suppliers to you are very reliable and also very price conscious. The committee are at this moment talking to various other  suppliers of goods, some new to YIGA, who have become interested in joining and supplying this young progressive prime group since realizing the potential after these first informative two years.  Your signed contracts are legal and worded as such that they were initially for two years and are rolling over each year until the disposal of any signed up store takes place. Any other paid up member of YIGA can obtain details and request membership of the Platinum Group now by ringing or writing to the YIGA Membership Secretary.

STORE FIRE RISK ASSESSMENT
It appears that quite a lot of our members have had no thoughts about the heading to this particular column because they have never heard of it either by word of mouth or reading about the facts in the press.  This is apparently a MUST HAVE as is a working fire extinguisher. It was brought to my attention by a respected YIGA member in the South Yorkshire area who had been approached by a company who offered to do the job for him for what he and I considered an abortive figure.  The suggestions made from this company meant the store owner going on a rather expensive course of instruction plus other extras which we found he could avoid. I spent quite a few hours visiting various websites until I found some relevant information on www.syfire.org.uk  
The more I delved into it the more it appeared that this company approach was very similar to the ‘ we will appeal against your rating ‘ fiasco of a few years ago.   

Once again it appears that each fire authority will have its own proforma make up as was the case with each authorities alcohol licensing arrangements.  The South Yorkshire proformer consists of a ten page “Yes/No box answer “ section and a further six pages of diverse advice and information which will cover all the stores registered within  our group and many more in all walks of life.  With not being a legal boffin the only advice I can offer is that any member approached by this or any company ringing or calling on you about a fire assessment is to resist signing up and firstly to approach your area fire service which usually goes under ‘ Fire & Rescue ‘ and request advice. 
SCORES ON THE DOORS
Our last bulletin contained a column on the above subject. Little did I expect to be writing a further column in this, the following issue, with terrific news about one of our members. Mr Raj Singh of Leeds.  He had just finished reading our article and was unprepared for the next day’s happenings.  He is the first to contact me about the results of the councils visit to his Town Street, Belle Isle, store.  I did not hesitate to congratulate him on behalf of all our members when he informed me that he had been awarded the full complement of 5 stars and had a certificate presented to him to adorn his store window.   Apparently he had just cleaned up after unpacking his purchases after a C & Carry visit. The  certificate which he received is A4 in size and in full colour.  A copy, published below, is a much reduced in size version. 

Photo copy of a perfect full 5 star Scores on the Doors
Certificate issued by Leeds City Council.

It appears that this sort of random store visit by the Food & Health Service is going to be a regular feature but the star rating is awarded at the time of the first visit.  This star rating is in the eye of the beholder at that time and cannot be altered for a set length of time afterwards.  For members with computer access more information is posted on www.scoresonthedoors.org.uk  

DOUBTS
If in doubt about anything in this bulletin please get in touch with the compiler your Membership Secretary by phone 01484 300076 or E/Mail : geffcox@aol.com
