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YOUR INDEPENDENT GROCERS ASSOCIATION NEWS BULLETIN
 FOR SEPTEMBER & OCTOBER 2009

YIGA GOLF DAY

Together with this bulletin is an invitation to all our golfing members and suppliers to take part in the first of the YIGA golfing days. The course booked is the Lofthouse Hill Golf Club in Wakefield, Post Code WF3 3LR with  the date being Tuesday 15th September 2009.  The day will start at the club house at !2 noon with food and end after golf with the dinner and presentation of awards commencing at 7-00pm.  
Not being a golfer myself please excuse if the terminology is not 100% correct.
NEW CHEESE SUPPLIER TO YIGA
Now something which I feel sure will interest most of our members with some form of delicatessen counter in their store. Your committee has been in negotiation with a small cheese and butter maker called the Calderdale Cheese Company near Halifax. All the dairy products they produce and sell are made on the farm premises from their own farm produced milk from organically fed cows. One or two of our members already use this company for their supplies of standard flavour and many unusual and varied flavour cheeses.  The prices for these types of product are extremely reasonable which are pre-packed in 200gm blocks together with butter in 200gm plastic tubs.  At the moment delivery is a logistical problem with only a man and wife team in operation and only with large orders can delivery be undertaken at the low prices quoted.  The products will be delivered free within a 15 mile radius if the members order is above £50 or he/she can ring in a smaller order which can be made up and collected by the member if they wish to avoid a reasonable delivery charge.  
OCTOBER IS THE DATE

When parliament resumes in October one of the first bills to be read on the 12th will be concerning the ban on tobacco display gantries.  This bill has been delayed for 3 months and if you are speedy and do not delay the letter to your MP opposing the proposed ban it will help the cause.  As every member knows it is going to be quite expensive to fill the gap in the store takings and also to fill the gap in the fixtures when the gantry is removed for good.  Figures from many sources suggest a figure of £1.5 to 2K costs per business.  During your MPs 12 weeks holidays it will be possible to invite him to visit your store and see for himself what actions are in force to prevent sales to young adults.  The letter you send could contain the invite plus your many reasons for objecting to the ban such as and including the fact that there is no evidence that it has been successful elsewhere and it will deprive many areas of their local store and will feed the contraband black market and deprive the government of much needed cash from duties and vat etc.

SELLING OR LEASING PROPERTY
AND STORES
A few months ago a member contacted me with regard to problems negotiating a new lease extension. It follows that YIGA listens and attempts to act on any members behalf. This particular difficulty arose because new legislation has been brought in which concerns the safety/fire risk with any electrical installation. Probably some members have sold or leased property in the recent past and not had the trouble or problems of having professional certificates verifying what the condition of various aspects of the property have to be included in the sellers pack.    YIGA have now been introduced to and negotiated with an NICEIC registered electrical contractor who is professionally equipped to officially test and issue the necessary certificate or to report on and carry out the work needed to be able to issue one. The 2009 prices start at a competitive price of one bedroom house/flat at £90 with a three bedroom at £110, shops etc would vary depending on the size of the installation.  If any member wishes to be quoted for this service please contact me and I will inform Mr Nick Denton.
A COUPLE OF PLAUDITS FOR C STORES
C Stores are keeping pace with the multiples on the subject of one trip carrier bag reductions report the leading symbol groups. It appears that most of the larger stores are charging for plastic bags and are donating the cash collected to various charities and it appears that children’s charities are appearing to be benefiting most.

It is also being reported by independent survey that our smaller type of stores are following the national trend and helping to reduce the underage sale of scratch cards etc from lottery ticket outlets.  The survey also reported that the underage participants main fear was being requested to produce proof of age, it proves that not much time and effort is needed if a young looking person requests a card or ticket.     ASK FOR PROOF.
JOKE CORNER, ONE LINERS

Generally speaking, you aren't learning much when your lips are moving. 
Light travels faster than sound, this is why some people appear bright until they speak.
Good judgment comes from bad experiences and most of those come from bad judgment.

NEW SHOPFITTING COMPANY
Please welcome a new company onto YIGA’s books named Shopfit Design and Management, their attributes can be seen on the accompanying flyer. They are a new addition to YIGA’s negotiated suppliers who have been added to our lists to supply YIGA members with ALL shopfitting work. The company has been signed up to be discounted suppliers and will run in conjunction with our other long term supplier. They are competent to design, fit and manage any type of store alterations from a full floor to ceiling refit, offer advice or complete some small corner refit to enable more space to be available for sales/display. Please contact me and I will be pleased to put you in touch with Mr Mark Cheetham the Managing Director of the company. Please note that owing to lack of support and contact for the last two years Yorkshire Shopfitters have been delisted  from our negotiated Suppler Lists 
£5 MILLION UP FOR GRABS
Have you read or heard about the possibility that your store may qualify for a part of this massive total governmental input to the Small Retailer Grants Fund. YIGA have stores situated in a lot of the areas that qualify for this benefit.  If your store is in one of the areas listed here you stand a chance of receiving a grant of up to £3,000 to purchase security devices such as alarms, security grills, UV markers to detect counterfeit notes or dye packs to mark Goods.  The eligible cities, towns and areas are :- Barnsley, Bradford, Kirklees, Oldham, Newcastle–on-Tyne, Scarborough, Sheffield, & Wakefield.  If your business is in one of these areas your local Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnership (CDRP) section should have all the information.  If you have on line access the link to use for obtaining more information is http:www.crimereduction.homeoffice.gov/regions/regions map.htm  . An on line Risk Assessment Tool is also available on the Home Office website at www.homeoffice.gov.uk/secureyourbusiness  which identifies simple measures that can be taken to reduce the risk of crime.
PARFETTS C&C HALIFAX & SHEFFIELD
We are pleased to announce that your committee are negotiating with Parfetts and to start off on the correct footing and have agreed with us to issue a £20 voucher. This offer applies to all YIGA members when on visiting them you spend over £100 on grocery goods not cigs or alcohol. Please read the instructions and remember it is only valid between September 1st  and the 31st of October. This applies when you visit the Halifax or Sheffield branches, sign in and show your voucher to anyone who is in attendance and requests it. They will request, and you must give, your YIGA number, your name and the name and address of your store.
INVITATION FROM ACS
The Association of Convenience Stores extend an invitation to any or all YIGA members to attend the Environment Forum 2009.  ( Every member of YIGA is a member of this, our, umbrella group ).The event has been set up to understand the debate about sustainability and the environment to apply to your own business.  Main subjects to be covered are Carrier Bags, Waste and Energy efficiency.  Speakers include well known individuals from DEFRA, Welsh Assembly Government, Heinz, Cooperative Group, Energy Saving Trust and Envirowise.  The forum will take place at the Ramada Manchester Piccadilly on the 8th September. The day event commences  with a 10am welcome and will include a midmorning coffee break with lunch at 1pm with the forum closing at 3pm. There will be three question & answer opportunities.  A place at this event it is completely free to YIGA members but to any non members the charge for a place is £150.   To book a place contact Sarah Johnson  01252 515001 or email sarah.johnson@acs.org.uk  . 
SANDWICHES

During the past few months members have been constantly contacting me requesting that the association introduced another supplier of reasonably priced sandwiches to our members, we have now found a national company M & D Foods who are able to offer most of our members what they want/need. A good range of sandwiches are always available at retail prices from ham & salad at £1-19, baps and baguettes at £1-29, deep fill at £1-69 with triple fill sandwiches £1-99.  Prices are the same for the more exotic fillings.  Please look at the accompanying flyer.  The prices and sell by date are printed on each sandwich label and show a profit margin of between 25% to 30% depending on the weekly amount spent with the company van salesman calling twice a week.  All are on Sale or Return terms providing it is left to the salesman to gauge the uptake in sales, this usually limits the amount of wastage returned.  A cheese, pie, pattie and pasty range is also available from the same supplier with some pre-packed Meats, and Bacon with  Samosa, Naan and Bhatura included in the continental range. The profit margin on these few last mentioned items items is from 22% to 25%, once again depending on the amount a member purchases.  The company have been issued with our complete members lists and will be canvassing in the near future.  If in doubt please ask them for the passes we issue to all negotiated YIGA suppliers.  If they have not visited and you are interested in supply, please get in touch with me and I will request service for you.  For more information please contact me.
This bulletin is compiled and distributed to all YIGA members by Geoff. Cox,  Memb. Sec & Acting General Secretary. 01484 300076    or     geffcox@aol.com
